
Lodging in San Francisco
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Areas that are Best -  Stay in “the Pie” – with Van Ness Ave and Market St making the two sides and the Embarcadero the round edge. This is the heart of the “touristy” part of the city

Areas to avoid 
Hunters Point/Bayview - Never EVER go to the HP. Day or night it is extremely dangerous. Fortunately, it's hard to get lost there - few buses go there, so it's unlikely you'll wind up there by mistake. There's only ONE reason, as a tourist, that you would go there, and that's to see the 49ers at 3Com. Stick to the main exits and don't try to drive thru the 'hood.

Tenderloin - The TL isn't as bad as it used to be but should still be avoided at night. Some parts of it, like Turk Street just north of Market, should always be avoided. The bad blocks are pretty obvious - if it looks bad, turn around and find a different way.

Market & 6th - This is one of the scummiest blocks in the city. Avoid it at all hours. SOMA from 4th Street towards downtown is relatively safe however. The main homeless area (their home) is around 7th & Market, heading towards City Hall.

Haight Ashbury - Safe during the day, but LOTS of bums. Expect to be panhandled mercilessly. Simply smile and say "sorry" and keep walking. Do not make eye contact with anyone you don't want to have a rambling conversation with. Junkietown - the area near Golden Gate Park at the end of Haight Street near McDonald's - should be avoided at night.


16th & Mission - a major transportation hub but also a VERY scummy block. If you take BART to the 16/Mission station, go up the escalators, on to the plaza, and keep walking! Don't loiter around the plaza; all sorts of vermin hang out here. Things improve greatly just one block away.

Castro – Gay area, hip and full of nightclubs.  Not dangerous but not necessarily the best spot for girl scouts.
Hotels:

Lots of ways to look for the best deals in hotels:          SmarterTravel.com, Priceline, Hotels.com, Cheaptickets.com, Mobissimo, SideStep, BestFares.com, TripAdvisor.com, lonelyplanet, gocitykids
Girl Scout Properties:  http://www.girlscoutsnorcal.org/pages/camp/property.html
Hostels: 

Hostels.com has hostels and cheap hotels www.hostels.com/
Hosteling International  http://www.hihostels.com/ (see other side)

Hosteling International Group Accommodation
Phone: 1-877 GO HOSTEL   Fax: 415-771-1468

Email: groupsales@SFHostels.com  Web: www.SFHostels.com
Clean, Affordable and Secure

An International Experience

Knowledgeable staff

Comfortable and Friendly Atmosphere
Discover San Francisco Through Hostelling:  Let HI-SF-Downtown be your low-cost, convenient and comfortable base to explore our city.  We are part of a non-profit association promoting culturally and environmentally sound travel for people of all ages.  Hostelling promotes global awareness, encourages educational travel and fosters cross-cultural communication.  We have over 5,000 hostels in 70 countries; and each year over 44 million guests enjoy the comfort, security, friendliness, cleanliness, and privacy provided by HI hostels.

Hostel Customs and Traditions:  The hostel is open 24 hours. Check in is at 2pm and check out is at 11am.  Linens, pillows, towels and blankets are provided  (no sleeping bags please).  There is no curfew; quiet hours are between 11pm and 7am.  Our hostel is a smoke, alcohol, and drug-free facility.
Reservations: Group bookings are required for 8 or more people and are accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Please contact groupsales@SFHostels.com or call 1-877- GO HOSTEL / 1-877-464-6783.  A completed, signed group contract with 50% deposit must be submitted before a reservation is confirmed.  Payment-in-Full is due 30 days prior to arrival.  Changes are subject to availability and cancellation policy.  We accept Visa, MasterCard, Discover, American Express and JCB.  

Features: We are located one block from Union Square, in the world-famous shopping and theater district.  Attractions: Cable cars, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Chinatown, The Moscone Convention Center, restaurants, art galleries, and nightclubs




Pre-check in and post checkout luggage storage




Free luggage storage




Free coffee and tea service every morning




DSL Internet Kiosks 




Daily housekeeping services (no chores)




Common area, lounge, library and TV room




Kitchen facility




On-site laundry facility 




Free or low cost activities (movies, walking tours, Wine Tours, Yosemite)




Free bicycle storage




Free In-room lockers

Rooms:  Dorm rooms: male, female & co-ed – and - Private rooms (each consists of either one double bed or two twin beds and are for either single or double occupancy - some feature en-suite baths).  Leaders and chaperones are always housed with their groups. For all groups with members under the age of 21, we require 1 adult chaperone for every 10 people.  Chaperones are expected to supervise the group at all times while the group is on hostel premises.

· Co-ed (males & females sharing rooms together)
· Same Gender (male & female separated) – Exact number of males & females required at time of booking.
· Exclusive Use (i.e., private rooms, advised for groups traveling with minors). Purchase all the beds in a room.  If the group arrives with fewer members, they are guaranteed private rooms to match group size.  All unused overnight fees are retained by the hostel and the hostel reserves the right to sell vacant rooms to non-group members.

· Shared use (i.e., lower costs & flexibility). Purchase only the beds you need. The remainder of the beds in the dorm room not booked by the group is open to other hostellers.

Check-In:  All group members must check-in together.  Before your arrival please submit a roster of all group members with genders indicated.  Please supply an emergency contact name & phone number of someone not traveling with your group. The group leader is responsible for reservation details and payments and is the only person permitted to change the contract – group members should direct questions to the group leader.

Directions:  Detailed directions and PDF download available at www.SFHostels.com
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